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Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



With regard to the Language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
[Xj the international application in the language in which it was filed 



□ 



the translation of the international application into 

translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rule 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)). 



, which is the language of a 



With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

[ J a sequence listing 

"J table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 
[ | on paper 

[ '"*] in electronic form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

j J contained in the international application as filed 

| | filed together with the international application in electronic form 

j 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search 

| 1 In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or tablets) relating thereto has been filed or 
furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
Filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 



Additional comments: 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. I) (April 2005) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PCT/ JP2005/021879 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard lo novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 1~14 
Claims 



Claims 



Claims 1 14 



Industrial applicability (I A.) Claims 1~14 
Claims 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations: 

Document 1 : JP 2004-073649 A (Honda Motor Co., Ltd.), 1 1 March 2004, full text; all 
drawings & EP 1547567 Al & WO 2004/017890 Al 

Document 2: JP 2004-167056 A (Yasukawa Electric Corp.), 17 June 2004, full text; all 
drawings (Family: none) 

Document 3: JP 2004-105261 A (Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd.), 08 April 2004, 
full text; all drawings, (Family: none) 

Document 4: JP 2003-089083 A (Honda Motor Co., Ltd.), 25 March 2003, full text; all 
drawings & EP 1410780 Al & WO 2003/002054 Al 



Document 5: JP 2003-079684 A (Honda Motor Co., Ltd.), 18 March 2003, full text; all 
drawings & EP 1410780 Al & WO 2003/002054 Al 

Document 6: JP 2003-1 16893 A (Honda Motor Co., Ltd.), 22 April 2003, full text; all 
drawings & EP 1442703 Al & WO 2003/032832 Al 
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Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully supported by 
the description, are made: 

In claims 1,3,9, 13, and 14 it is described that "a value of factor y is set in accordance with 
a factor function y (f, y) with an external force f and a motion variable y as variables," but 
the meaning is unclear as to what kind of function. 

Claim 2 describes "a base function F (x, a) with an electric potential x and a coefficient a as 
variables," but the meaning is unclear as to what kind of function. 
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Supplemental Box 

In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 
Continuation of: BOX V 

» Claims 1 to 5 

The inventions of claims 1 to 5 do not appear to involve an inventive step based on 
documents 1 to 3 cited in the ISR. Documents 1 to 3 describe an external force control 
method having a myopotential measuring step of measuring a myopotential x produced by a 
body of an animal, an external force setting step of setting a value of an external force f to be 
effected on an animal via an outfit in accordance with an external force function f (x)- with 
the myopotential x as a variable based on a measurement value of the myopotential x, and a 
motion variable measuring step of measuring a motion variable y that varies in accordance 
with motion of an animal in a state which the external force f is being effected via the outfit. 

Carrying out feedback control is a widely known technical matter. 

Claims 6 and 7 

The inventions of claims 6 and 7 do not appear to involve an inventive step based on 
documents 1 to 5 cited in the ISR. Documents 4 to 5 disclose an external force control 
method in which measurements of resultant force F are provided. 

Claims 8 to 12 

The inventions of claims 8 to 12 do not appear to involve an inventive step based on 
claims 1 to 6 cited in the ISR. Document 6 discloses a step of determining a condition of 
motion in which a condition of motion of an animal is determined in accordance with a 
predetermined responsive relationship between a base motion variable and a motion 
condition of an animal. 

Claim 13 

Documents 1 to 3 describe an external force control system in which an external 
force effected on an animal is controlled via an outfit fitted on the animal moving in 
accordance with muscle fiber activity, having myopotential measuring means of measuring a 
myopotential x produced by a body of an animal, external force setting means of setting a 
value of an external force f to be effected on an animal via an outfit in accordance with an 
external force function f (x)- with the myopotential x as a variable based on a measurement 
value of the myopotential x by myopotential measuring means, and motion variable 
measuring meeans of measuring a motion variable y that varies in accordance with motion 
of an animal in a state in which an external force is being effected via the outfit. 

Feedback control systems are widely known technical matters. 
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Supplemental Box 



Continuation of: Box V 
Claim 14 

Documents 1 to 3 disclose an external force control program provided in a computer 
having a function controlling an external force effected on an animal via an outfit fitted on 
the animal moving in accordance with muscle fiber activity, having a myopotential 
measuring function of measuring a myopotential x produced by a body of an animal, an 
external force setting function of setting a value of an external force f to be effected on an 
animal via an outfit in accordance with an external force function f (x)- with the 
myopotential x as a variable based on a measurement value of the myopotential x, and a 
motion variable measuring function of measuring a motion variable y that varies in 
accordance with motion of an animal in a state in which an external force is being effected 
via the outfit. 

Feedback control programs are widely known technical items. 
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